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Saint John Lutheran Church 

Bellevue, Iowa 
A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
Growing and responding 

every day as disciples of Jesus 

FEBRUARY 2012 

ANNUAL  
MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
  
Forty-three mem-
bers gathered and 
participated at our 
Annual Meeting on 
January 22.   
 At this meeting  Mary Hinke, Barry Nudd, and Michele 
Sieverding were elected to serve on the council for a two year 
term.  They will join Stephanie Penniston (President), Mark 
Guenther (Vice President), Peggy Thoms (Treasurer) and Pastor 
Paul.  
 Other decisions made:  

Approving Mark Rogge, Jim Williams, and Karen Osar to 
serve on the 2012 Nominating Team 

NEWSLETTER WILL BE MAILED MONTHLY  
  
 As a result of the decision at the Annual Meeting, our news-
letter - The Beacon - will be mailed out monthly to members and 
participating partners.  The newsletter will continue to be avail-
able on our website: saintjohnlutheran.net.; or  by e-mail. 
 If you do not want to receive the newsletter by mail, you will 
need to notify the church office.  We will honor your request as 
long as we can send the balance using the bulk mail status. 
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Approving Willie Felderman to serve on the Saint John Trust 
Committee for a three year term 
Approving the reduction of our Mission Support to the Synod 
for 2012 to five percent (5%) of the General Offering re-
ceived.  We have been giving a tithe (10%) since 2004. 
Approving the 2012 Mission Budget with a projected deficit of 
$5,692 
Approving the council to direct the release of funds, as 
needed, from the Saint John Trust - Endowed Ministry fund 
so that the general operating expenses that were approved 
with the 2012 Mission Budget may be paid on time.  The 
amount authorized is not to exceed $1,000 over the approved 
deficit ($5,692) without further congregation approval.   

 
 A question was asked about having another intern.  We will 
not be sending an application for an intern for 2012-13 due to the 
following reasons: 

In 2010 the members approved a recommendation that 
our congregation needs to assume a greater ownership 
of the internship ministry through our general offerings; 
and if the projected income does not meet the proposed 
general expenses that includes the yearly percentage 
portion for the internship ministry, the funding for an in-
tern would be the first item to be removed from the 
budget. 
In the past years our projected income has not met the 
general expenses (without the internship being in-
cluded) and the council had to present a budget with 
wages being frozen and significant cuts in other minis-
tries. Hence, no intern.  

 
 The meeting ended with the members showing their appre-
ciation for the work of the council, especially the out-going coun-
cil members - Jack Dye, Roger Schladetzky, and Lyle Donnel-
son.       
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Love You 
 

    February might be known as the óLove Monthô 
due to Valentineôs Day.  In grade school I recalled 
how each student in our class would have a deco-
rated Valentineôs box.  And even though you never 

wanted another classmate to say the ñLò word in reference to 
you, you secretly were hoping to receive a special Valentine that 
would indicate that special person in your class had some kind of 
feelings for you.   
 The word love is normally used as a verb in our daily conver-
sation.  A couple may say to each ôLove Youô when a conversa-
tion is ended on the phone or at the time of departure from each 
other.  Parents may say ôLove Youô to their children while saying 
goodnight.   
 Sometimes I wonder if we simply go 
through the motions - say the expected 
thing, like ñI love you.ò  I remember my ex-
wife asking me, ñDo you really love me?ò  I 
was a bit taken back by the question, and 
responded, ñOf course I do.  Why would you 
ask if I loved you.ò  We all know the reason 
why she asked.  My ac- tions were not as-
suring her that I indeed loved her.   
 In confirmation our saying is: ñLiving in faith é Walking our 
Talk.ò  So many, profess that they believe in God.  They might 
even go so far as to insist that they love God.  But do they? 
 Jesus was asked what is the most important commandant 
and he responded, ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.ò (Matthew 22:37).   
 I know that God loves me even though I donôt deserve Godôs 
love.  How do I know God loves me?  Iôm alive and God contin-
ues to stuff my life (my Valentineôs Box) with daily blessings that 
say, ñI love you - now and forever!ò   
 After Peter denied Jesus and after his resurrection, Jesus 
came to Peter and asked, ñDo you love me?ò  Would Jesus have 
any reason to ask you or me the same question?   How can we 
re-assure Jesus that we truly love him now and forever?    
 

Pastor Paul 
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LOOK WHOôS HAVING A BIRTHDAY... 

John Hinke ................... 2/3 
Nancy Mickelson .......... 2/3 
Brent Chambers ........... 2/3 
Harold Bowman ............ 2/8 
Steve Hachmann .......... 2/8 
Michele Sieverding ....... 2/8 
Kempton Kilburg ........... 2/8 
Beth Norpel ................ 2/10 
Cheryl Budde .............. 2/11 
Andrew Penniston ...... 2/12 
Jean Wand ................. 2/12 
Rebecca Anderson ..... 2/13 
Shianne Merrick .......... 2/14 
Aaron Hinke ................ 2/15 
Dave Valant ................ 2/16 
Lisa Dixon ................... 2/19 
Kadence Michels ........ 2/19 
Justin Bevan ............... 2/21 
Ben Lawrence ............. 2/22 
Rikki Santiago ............. 2/22 
Lucy Zeimet ................ 2/22 
Karen Osar ................. 2/23 
Janell Daugherty ......... 2/24 
David Sunleaf ............. 2/24 
Brandon Blake ............ 2/27 
Madonna Rieckens ..... 2/27 
Katie Bormann ............ 2/28 
Linda Nudd ................. 2/28 

Members  
Celebrating  

their 80+ Birthday  

  
Bill George 
February 17 

Happy Birthday 

to You! 

We apologize for any errors or omissions. 
If you notice any mistakes, please contact the  

church office. 
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PASTORAL ACTS & RITE OF PASSAGE 
 

Wedding 
Sara Rae Sagers & Brad Lee Hallberg 

January 14, 2012 
 

 
 

 Funeral 
 

Donna Valant 
January 30, 2012 

 
 

 Memorials & Gifts Received 
 

Gifts Given In Memory of  
 

Harold Keil  
Saint John Lutheran General Fund 

 
Inola C. Burkert  

Saint John Education Fund 
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ACCOUNTABILITY              
  
If you watch weight loss programs or are par-
ticipating in one, you have heard the word ac-
countable. The person who wants to lose 
weight has someone to whom they are ac-
countable. It keeps them focused on their goal. 
      Parents teach their children accountability. 

If they do well, they are praised. If they mess up, there are con-
sequences. Children learn to be accountable for their actions. 
     How do we stay accountable to our church? What is our fo-
cus? What is our goal?  Are we praised? Are their conse-
quences?          
 At the Annual Meeting we heard our budget is negative for 
this year. In order to be a responsible congregation and member 
of our community we need to be accountable for paying our bills 
on time. We all know the cost of living has gone up. Unfortu-
nately for us, the amount of estimated giving for the year has not 
gone up enough to cover the shortfall.  
      Here are some easy suggestions to help you stay focused on 
your goal and stay on track with your giving or to increase your 
giving: 

1)  Use e-Offering. Itôs simple, easy and is just like paying 
your monthly bills. If you miss a Sunday, there is no need 
to catch up. 
2)  Take out your offering amount first thing from your pay-
check. Place it in your envelope right away. If you miss a 
Sunday, bring two envelopes to worship. 
3)  Increase your giving by at least $1 per week. It may not 
seem like $1 would help that much, but it will in the long 
run. 

 
God has blessed us with a vibrant, caring, giving church. It is be-
cause we are accountable members of Saint John. 
 

Submitted by: 
Susan Hayward 
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SOMETHING NEW  
ON THE LUTHERAN CHANNEL 

 
Beginning on February 6, we will be broad-
casting morning and evening devotions on the 
Lutheran Channel (channel 28 on the city ca-
ble).  This devotions will be aired Monday 
through Saturday and are about 5 minutes 
long. 
 The morning devotions will be aired at 

6:25 a.m. and again at 9:25 a.m.  The evening devotions will be 
aired at 6:25 p.m. and 10:25 p.m.  
 The Devotional Ministry Team invites your comments regard-
ing this new ministry.    

2012 YOUTH MISSION TRIP - JOPLIN, MO 
 

As in the past, our 8th grade confirmation group and some high 
school students will be participating in a week long mission trip.  
This year they will be traveling to Joplin, MO.  You may recall 
that last year Joplin was devastated by category 5 tornado.  
There is still plenty of work to do in helping people restore their 
lives and homes. 
  
How can you support this yearôs mission trip? 
1. Come to the Lenten Soup Suppers 
2. Come to the Omelet Breakfast on April 1 
3. Give a generous donation toward the Mission Trip. 
 
The cost of this trip is a bit higher than past years because a 
greater portion of the student/leader fees goes toward providing 
building materials for the projects.   
 
Your support is very much appreciated and it will make a differ-
ence in the lives of others and our youth. 
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Join Us on Wednesday  
for Soup Supper 

 
Every Wednesday beginning with Ash 
Wednesday, we will be serving home-
made soup, bread, dessert, and bever-
age.  The cost of this meal is only $3.00 
for adults, $2.00 for youth 5 - 12, free for 
children under five years.   
      The proceeds will support our youth 
in their mission trip (90%) and World 
Hunger (10%). 
 
 
 

Soup and Dessert Makers Needed 
 

Soups:  If you would like to make a soup 
for one of the Lenten suppers, there is a 
sign up sheet in the back of the church.  
Each week we try to have two kinds of 
soup.  Each soup maker would be re-
sponsible for making one 18 qt. roaster.  
The cost of the soup can be donated or 
reimbursed.   

 
Desserts: We also like to provide desserts at our suppers.  If you 
are willing to make a dessert that will serve approx. 15 people, 
please sign up in the back of the church.  

 
LENT BEGINS 

ON  
FEBRUARY 22 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN 
SERVICES 

WEDNESDAY 
4:00 AND 6:15 

 
 

LENTEN  
SOUP SUPPER 

Following the 4:00 
Service and serving  

until 5:45 
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The Season of Lent  
 

 The season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and concludes at the Great Vigil of 
Easter. The are forty days in this season and 
Sundays are not included in the count because 

every Sunday is to be considered a joyful celebration of Jesus' 
resurrection. Though not biblically supported, the observance of 
Lent has been a long standing tradition in the Christian Church. It 
is thought that the tradition of the 40 days recalls the 40 days Je-
sus spent in the wilderness, fasting and being tempted by Satan 
(Matthew 4:1-11).  
 Lent is considered a time of penance and discipline. Because 
of Lent's penitential nature, worship tends to be more solemn, 
and purple is the liturgical color of the season. Some congrega-
tions remove flowers from the worship space, and for many, 
songs of praise that express joy like the Gospel acclamation 
"Alleluia" are  omitted until Easter.  
 Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. On this day, Chris-
tians focus on their sinfulness and the necessity of Christ's suf-
fering and death to insure their salvation. Ashes are referred to 
many times in the Old Testament as signs of sorrow, mourning, 
humility, and repentance.  On Ash Wednesday, ashes are used 
to remind people of their mortality -- that "you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).  The Sunday of the Pas-
sion or Palm Sunday begins the last week of Lent, known as 
Holy Week. During this holiest time of the church year, the wor-
ship services relive the final week of our Lord's human life. Holy 
Week includes Maundy Thursday, when Christians observe 
Christ's "Last Supper" -- the institution of the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion -- and the mandate to serve one another in love. 
Good Friday commemorates the imprisonment, trial and death by 
crucifixion of Jesus. 
 Lent culminates on Saturday evening of Holy Week in the 
Great Vigil of Easter, when some Christians gather in darkness, 
light new fire, and celebrate the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophecies in the resurrection of Christ.   
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WELCA Circles  
We invite all women to participate in one of  

our  circles and benefit from our  
Bible studies and fellowship. 

 
 

SUNRISE VILLA BIBLE STUDY :  February 14 at 1:30 pm 
Bible Study: Betty Hoffman 

 
RACHEL CIRCLE : February 8 at 7:00 pm  

Bible Study: Cindy Dye   Hostess: Deb Sieverding 
 

ELIZABETH CIRCLE :  February 16  @ 7:00 pm  
Bible Study: Pastor Paul 

Hostesses: Verrena Dagitz-Stein & Sue Bevan 
 

REBECCA CIRCLE: February 21 @ 7:00 
Bible Study: Linda Ries Hostess: Janell Daugherty 

WELCA NEWS 
 

The WELCA General Meeting held January 14th was well at-
tended and we had a chance to remember our ladies from St. 
John who had passed away in 2011. Was good to hear the 
memories and stories.  

WELCA also installed our new slate of officers for 2012.  
Janice Keil and Lucy Zeimet- Co Presidents  

Sue Bevan and Bea Hanson- Co Vice Presidents  
Jan Schroder- Secretary  

Joanne Mensinger- Treasurer  
Kathy Ohlert and Eunice Schladetzky- Mission Growth  

Rosie Williams and Cindy Dye- Mission Action  
Linda Ries and Lorrie Both- Mission Community  



 

 11 

These women need to be thanked for willing to be involved and 
for supporting St. John and the Bellevue community.  

The WELCA Officers will meet Feb 7th at 2:30 pm for a Board 
meeting.  

 

A brunch was served and several asked for the recipe for the 
casserole:  

 

Hash Brown Casserole  

3 T Butter 1 small onion chopped  
4 cups shredded hash browns  
1 lb turkey sausage  
          (can use precooked crumbles from Jimmy Dean)  
2 1/4 C milk 
 8 large eggs  
1 t salt  
1/4 t pepper  
1/4 t nutmeg  
1 T Dijon mustard  
8 C cubed French bread-crusts removed  
2 C shredded cheddar cheese 2 C shredded Parmesan cheese  

Oven- 350  

Spray 9x13 pan. Melt butter and sauté onions and defrosted has 
browns. In second pan sauté sausage (omit if using pre-cooked 
crumbles). In bowl combine milk, eggs, salt, pepper, nutmeg and 
mustard. Spread onion/hash brown mixture in bottom of pan. 
Press down. Place bread cubes next and press down. Scatter 
sausage next. Pour egg mixture over followed by Parmesan and 
then the cheddar cheese. Bake uncovered for 45/50 minutes.  
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE          Weekly Offerings   
                       (To General Fund) 

Sunday, December 31 ............ 20 
Sunday, January 1 ................. 60  $1,668.00 
Saturday, January 7 ............... 37 
Sunday, January 8 ................. 67  $1,990.50 
Saturday, January 14 ............. 34 
Sunday, January 15................ 84  $2,155.50 
Saturday, January 21 ............. 37 
Sunday, January 22................ 73  $1,342.50 
Saturday, January 28ééé.é51 
Sunday, January 29éééé...67            $4,527.50 

 
TREASURERôS REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

$12,100 average monthly total income is needed to meet expenses. 

$3,636.55 Balance as of 12/31/11 

Budgeted Income     

    Offerings $11,684.00  

    Building Use 25.00  

    Gifts Received 20.00  

    Funeral Income 100.00  

    Wedding Income 50.00  

    Miscellaneous Income 0.00  

        Total Budgeted Income  11,879.00 

        Non-Budgeted Income  619.00 

Budgeted Expenses  -  12,265.25 

Non Budgeted Expenses  -   619.00 

Balance as of 1/30/12  $3,250.30 
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Saint John Council Minutes 
January 10, 2012 

 
Present - Pastor Paul, Stephanie Penniston, Jack Dye, Roger 
Schladetzky, Ann Skoff, Mark Guenther, Peggy Thoms    
Absent - Lyle Donnelson 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 pm.  
Opening Prayer - Led by Pastor Paul. 
 
Approval of Agenda - MSC to approve. 
Approval of Council Minutes - MSC to approve the minutes of 
12/20/11. 
 
Approval of Reports - MSC to accept the following reports: Fi-
nancial Reports for December; and the Stewardship Ministry Re-
port of 1/5/12.  
 
Correspondence - Horizon Lanes sent a cash gift to Saint John. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Roof Replacement - Because of the good weather, Brinker Con-
struction has been working on the Education Wing roof. 
 
Approval of Budget & Recommendations for Annual Meeting - 
MSC to approve the proposed budget and recommendations, as 
printed in the 2012 Annual Report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Proposed Beacon Distribution Clarification - With the council rec-
ommending in the proposed budget that the Beacon be mailed 6 
times a year; the council discussed whether the Beacon would 
still be produced monthly, or bi-monthly.  MSC that Saint John 
will be producing a bi-monthly Beacon in 2012; if the proposed 
budget is accepted as is. 
 
Next Meeting - To be determined. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.  Closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Skoff - Council Secretary 
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SAINT JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
MINUTES FOR THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

JANUARY 22, 2012 
(NOT APPROVED) 

 
Meeting called to order at 1:06 pm with 43 voting members pre-
sent. 
 
Opening devotion led by Pastor Paul Gammelin. 
 
The Agenda stands approved as printed. 
 
Approval of Minutes Motion made, Seconded, and Carried 
(MSC) to approve the Annual Congregational Meeting minutes of 
January 30, 2011; and the Special Congregational Meeting Min-
utes of June 12, 2011. 
 
Acceptance of Reports MSC to accept the Financial Reports as 
printed.  MSC to accept the Financial Secretaryôs Report.  MSC 
to accept the Pastorôs report and Congregational Profile Report.  
MSC to accept the Ministry Teams and Organization reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS - none 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Recommendation One - Congregation Council Election:   MSC to 
place Mary Hinke, Barry Nudd and Michele Sieverding on the 
ballot to serve a 2-year term on the council.  No additional names 
were added  to the ballot.  MSC to unanimously affirm Mary, 
Barry & Michele to serve on the council for 2012-2014. 
 
Recommendation Two - Nomination Team: MSC to approve that 
Mark Rogge, Jim Williams and Karen Osar serve on the 2012 
Nominating Team. 
 
Recommendation Three - 2012 Synod Assembly Representa-
tives: Since nobody at the meeting volunteered to attend, MSC to 
have the church council appoint two people. 
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Recommendation Four - Saint John Trust Committee Member: 
MSC to approve Willie Felderman to serve on the Saint John 
Trust Committee for a three year term beginning February 1, 
2012 and ending January 31, 2015. 
 
Recommendation Five - Mission Support to Southeast Iowa 
Synod: After much discussion, MSC to approve for only 2012 a 
reduction in our Mission Support to the synod to five (5%) of our 
general offerings; and that in the following years we return to be-
ing a tithing congregation in regards to our support to synod. 
  
Recommendation Six  - 2012 Mission Budget: MSC to amend the 
proposed budget by changing the amount for the Beacon from 
$600 for a bi-monthly Beacon, to $1200 for a monthly Beacon. 
MSC to approve the proposed 2012 Mission Budget, with the ap-
proved amendment. 
 
Recommendation Seven - Covering the Deficit in General Ex-
penses: MSC to approve for the council to direct the release of 
funds, as needed, from the Saint John Trust - Endowed Ministry/
Internship fund so that the general operating expenses that were 
approved within the 2012 Mission Budget may be paid on time.  
The amount authorized is not to exceed $1,000 over the ap-
proved deficit without congregation approval.  
 
MSC to adjourn at 2:31pm.  Closed with the Lordôs Prayer, led 
by Intern Pastor Paul. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Skoff, Council Secretary 

 
 
 

 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - JANUARY 22, 2012 
Following the Annual Meeting a special council meeting was held 
for the purpose of electing the officers for 2012.  The new council 
elected Stephanie Penniston as President, Mark Guenther as 
Vice President, and Peggy Thoms as Treasurer.   
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